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As Director of the Leadership and Mentoring Program for the Women’s Health Center of 
Excellence for Research, Leadership, Education (WHCoE), I want to welcome you to our third 
annual social event to honor the achievements of women faculty at Wake Forest University 
School of Medicine.  Please join me in our celebration of recent promotions, honors, awards, 
and outstanding achievements of the faculty members listed within this booklet. 

 
Congratulations to all of you! 

 
Sonia J. S. Crandall, Ph.D., M.S. 
Leadership and Mentoring Program Director 
Women’s Health Center of Excellence for Research, Leadership, Education 
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Women Faculty Promotions & Tenure 

 
 
2007-2008 
Instructor to Assistant Professor 
Sarah Cartwright, MD, Family & Community Medicine 
Joanna Matyska, DO, Anesthesiology 
Marina Nunez, MD, PhD, Internal Medicine, Infectious Diseases 
Amber Reeves-Daniel, DO, Internal Medicine, Nephrology 
 

Assistant Professor to Associate Professor 
Gretchen Brenes, PhD, Psychiatry & Behavioral Medicine 
Alison Snow Jones, PhD, Public Health Sciences, Social Sciences & Health 
Policy 
Wendy Moore, MD, Internal Medicine, Pulmonary, Critical Care, Allergy & 
Immunologic Diseases 
Mary Claire O’Brien, MD, Surgical Sciences, Emergency Medicine; and Public 
Health Sciences, Social Sciences & Health Policy 
Gretchen Wells, MD, PhD, Internal Medicine, Cardiology 
 

Tenure 
Sara Sinal, MD, Pediatrics 
*Suzy Torti, PhD, Biochemistry 
 

* Tenure at Associate Professor level      
 

Other 
Natalya Faynboym, MD, Neurology, appointed Medical Director of 
Rehabilitation Services 
Linda McPhail, PhD, Biochemistry, appointed Associate Dean for the Graduate 
School of Arts & Sciences 
Lorna G. Moore, PhD, appointed Dean for the Graduate School of Arts & 
Sciences; and Professor Anthropology (WFU) and Public Health Sciences 
(WFUSM) 
Lynne Wagenknecht, DrPH, Public Health Sciences, appointed Associate 
Director of the Division of Public Health Sciences 
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Women Faculty Achievements 2006-2007 

 
 

Elected or Appointed to Peer-Reviewed Journal Editorial Board 
Nancy Avis, PhD, Professor, Public Health Sciences, Social Sciences & Health Policy: Menopause 
K. Bridget Brosnihan, PhD, Professor, Surgical Sciences, Hypertension & Vascular Research 
Center: Hypertension 
K. Bridget Brosnihan, PhD, Professor, Surgical Sciences, Hypertension & Vascular Research 
Center: American Journal of Physiology, Heart 
Sonia Crandall, PhD, MS, Professor, Family and Community Medicine: Medical Education Online. 
Debra Diz, PhD, Professor, Surgery, Hypertension & Vascular Research Center: American Journal of 
Physiology: Heart & Circulation 
Debra Diz, PhD, Professor, Surgery, Hypertension & Vascular Research Center: Hypertension 
Debra Diz, PhD, Professor, Surgery, Hypertension & Vascular Research Center: Vascular 
Pharmacology 
Ann Geiger, PhD, Associate Professor, Public Health Sciences, Social Sciences & Health Policy: 
Appointed as an Associate Editor of the Journal of the National Cancer Institute 
Annette Grefe, MD, Assistant Professor, Neurology: Pediatric Neurology 
Alison Snow Jones, PhD, Associate Professor, Public Health Sciences, Social Sciences & Health 
Policy: Women’s Health. 
Kathi Kemper, MD, Professor, Pediatrics: International Journal of Child Health and Human 
Development 
Sara Quandt, PhD, Professor, Public Health Sciences, Epidemiology & Prevention: American 
Journal of Health Behavior 
Sara Quandt, PhD, Professor, Public Health Sciences, Epidemiology & Prevention: Journal of 
Nutrition for the Elderly 
Catherine Rees, MD, Assistant Professor, Surgical Sciences, Otolaryngology: ENT 
April Ronca, PhD, Associate Professor, Obstetrics & Gynecology: Gravitational and Space Biology 
April Ronca, PhD, Associate Professor, Obstetrics & Gynecology: Reproductive Biology & 
Endocrinology 
Mary Sorci-Thomas, PhD, Professor, Pathology, Comparative Medicine: Editorial Board for The 
Journal of Lipid Research 
Lynne Wagenknecht, DrPH, Professor, Public Health Sciences: Associate Editor of Diabetes. 
 
Served as a Study Section Chair 
Mary Sorci-Thomas, PhD, Professor, Pathology, Comparative Medicine: Chair of the Cardiovascular 
Disease Study Section for the California Tobacco Related Disease Research Program 
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Women Faculty Achievements 2006-2007 

 
Received a National, Local or Civic Award 
Kristie Foley, PhD, Assistant Professor, Public Health Sciences, Social Sciences & Health Policy: 
Received the European Fulbright Inter-Country Lectureship Award, University Hospital, Charité-
Virchow Klinik of the Humboldt University. Berlin 
Kristie Foley, PhD, Assistant Professor, Public Health Sciences, Social Sciences & Health Policy: 
Received the Fulbright Scholarship Award, Semmelweis University, College of Health Care, 
Budapest.  
Mary Ann Knovich, MD, Assistant Professor, Internal Medicine, Hematology & Oncology: Amgen 
Career Development Award. 
Patricia Gibson, MS, Assistant Professor, Neurology: Health Care Heroes Award, Education 
Category, given by The Business Journal of the Triad to honor leaders in the medical field, 
Greensboro, North Carolina.  
Claudine Legault, PhD, Associate Professor, Public Health Sciences, Biostatics: 2006-2007 WHCoE 
Mentoring Program Excellent Mentor Award 
Sara Quandt, PhD, Professor, Public Health Sciences, Epidemiology & Prevention: Outstanding 
Rural Health Researcher Award. National Rural Health Association 
Sara Quandt, PhD, Professor, Public Health Sciences, Epidemiology & Prevention: Outstanding 
Senior Faculty Research Award, Division of Public Health Sciences, Wake Forest University School of 
Medicine  
Aimee Wilkin, MD, MPH, Assistant Professor, Internal Medicine, Infections Disease: Received a 
Lifetime Membership Award from the American Academy of HIV Medicine.           
 
Elected to a Professional Society Officer Position 
Debra Diz, PhD, Professor, Surgery, Hypertension & Vascular Research Center: Secretary/Treasurer 
for the Division of Cardiovascular Pharmacology, American society for Pharmacology & Experimental 
Therapeutics 2006-2007.   
Debra Diz, PhD, Professor, Surgery, Hypertension & Vascular Research Center: Chair-Elect, Division 
of Cardiovascular Pharmacology, American Society for Pharmacology & Experimental Therapeutics 
2007-2009  
Debra Diz, PhD, Professor, Surgery, Hypertension & Vascular Research Center: Liaison from 
American Heart Association National Research Committee to Council for High Blood Pressure 
Research Leadership Committee 2005-2007 
Debra Diz, PhD, Professor, Surgery, Hypertension & Vascular Research Center: Co-Chair Program 
Committee, Inter-American Society of Hypertension 2007 Biennial Meeting 
Leanne Groban, MD, Associate Professor, Anesthesiology: Board Member, Society for the 
Advancement of Geriatric Anesthesia 
Leanne Groban, MD, Associate Professor, Anesthesiology: Adjunct Member, Committee on Geriatric 
Anesthesia, American Society of Anesthesiologists 
Leanne Groban, MD, Associate Professor, Anesthesiology: Member, Graduate Faculty, WFUBMC 
Molecular Medicine Program  
Susan Hutson, PhD, Professor, Biochemistry: Chair elect of the Nutritional Sciences Council of the 
American Society of Nutrition (2007-2008), Chair for 2008-2009 
Jill Ohar, MD, Professor, Internal Medicine, Pulmonary, Critical Care, Allergy and Immunologic 
Diseases: Chair, Corporate Relation Committee for the American Thoracic Society. 
Mary Lou Voytko, PhD, Professor, Neurobiology & Anatomy: Elected to 1st Vice President and 
President Elect of the Society of Executive Leadership in Academic Medicine (SELAM).          
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Women Faculty Achievements 2006-2007 
 
Elected or Appointed to a National Board 
Nancy Avis, PhD, Professor, Public Health Sciences, Social Sciences & Health Policy: Appointed 
to the North Carolina Advisory Committee on Cancer Coordination and Control. 
K. Bridget Brosnihan, PhD, Professor, Surgical Sciences, Hypertension & Vascular Research 
Center: Leadership Member,  Membership, Marketing, and Communications Committee, American 
Heart Association. 
K. Bridget Brosnihan, PhD, Professor, Surgical Sciences, Hypertension & Vascular Research 
Center: Member of the Leadership Committee, Council for High Blood Pressure of the American 
Heart Association. 
K. Bridget Brosnihan, PhD, Professor, Surgical Sciences, Hypertension & Vascular Research 
Center: Member of the Leadership Committee of the Inter-American Society of Hypertension. 
Sonia Crandall, PhD, MS, Professor, Family and Community Medicine: Voted to the Site Visitor 
Panel for the International Association of Medical Colleges. 
Debra Diz, PhD, Professor, Surgery, Hypertension & Vascular Research Center: Board Member for 
the American Heart Association, MidAtlantic Affiliate.   
Margaret Harper, MD, Associate Professor, OB/GYN: Appointed to the Advisory Board of the 
National Institute of Health Maternal-Fetal Medicine Units Network 
Kathi Kemper, MD, Professor, Pediatrics: Member, Task Force on Mental Health, American 
Academy of Pediatrics, Committee on Psychosocial Aspects of Child & Family Health 
Mary Lou Moore, PhD, RN, FAAN, Associate Professor, OB/GYN: Serves as member of two 
National March of Dimes Committees: The Scientific Advisory Committee on Prematurity and the 
Nursing Advisory Committee. 
Sara Quandt, PhD, Professor, Public Health Sciences, Epidemiology & Prevention: Serves on the 
Scientific Advisory Board, NIEHS Environmental Health Center, Rutgers University and University of 
Medicine and Dentistry – Robert Wood Johnson Medical School. 
Sara Quandt, PhD, Professor, Public Health Sciences, Epidemiology & Prevention: Serves on the 
Scientific Advisory Board, NIDCR Center to Address Disparities in Children’s Oral Health, University 
of California, San Francisco. 
Sara Quandt, PhD, Professor, Public Health Sciences, Epidemiology & Prevention: Serves on the 
External Advisory Committee, NIOSH Pacific Northwest Agricultural Safety and Health Center, 
University of Washington. 
Mary Sorci-Thomas, PhD, Professor, Pathology, Comparative Medicine: Elected to the Board of 
Directors for the Kern Aspen Lipid Conference 
Aimee Wilkin, MD, MPH, Assistant Professor, Internal Medicine, Infections Disease: Elected to the 
National Board of the American Academy of HIV Medicine. 
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Women Faculty Achievements 2006-2007 

 
Principal Investigator on a grant funded in FY 2006-2007 

The following awards total $29,380,940. 
 

Martha Alexander-Miller, PhD, Associate Professor, Microbiology & Immunology: Respiratory 
Immunity Against Agents of Bio-Terrorism - Core B, funded by the National Institute of Allergy and 
Infectious Diseases. 
Martha Alexander-Miller, PhD, Associate Professor, Microbiology & Immunology: Respiratory 
Immunity Against Agents of Bio-Terrorism - Project 4, funded by the National Institute of Allergy and 
Infectious Diseases. 
Martha Alexander-Miller, PhD, Associate Professor, Microbiology & Immunology: Control of 
Cytotoxic T Cell Differentiation and Activity, funded by the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious 
Diseases. 
Martha Alexander-Miller, PhD, Associate Professor, Microbiology & Immunology: Cellular Immune 
Response to Respiratory Infection, funded by the National Heart, Lung, and Blood Institute. 
Nancy Avis, PhD, Professor, Public Health Sciences, Social Sciences & Health Policy: Tools and 
Technology to Measure Menopausal Symptomatology, funded by the Metis Design Corporation. 
Nancy Avis, PhD, Professor, Public Health Sciences, Social Sciences & Health Policy: Study of 
Women's Health across the Nation III, funded by University of Pittsburgh. 
Nancy Avis, PhD, Professor, Public Health Sciences, Social Sciences & Health Policy: Investigating 
Mechanisms to Explain Age-Related Differences in Quality of Life Among Breast Cancer Patients, 
funded by the Department of Defense. 
Nancy Avis, PhD, Professor, Public Health Sciences, Social Sciences & Health Policy: A Treatment 
Stage-Specific Approach to Improving Quality of Life for Women with Ovarian Cancer, funded by the 
Department of Defense. 
Nancy Avis, PhD, Professor, Public Health Sciences, Social Sciences & Health Policy: WHFM/MS-
DIARY:  An Integrated Wearable Hot Flash Monitor and Portable Electronic Device, funded by the. 
WHFM/MS-DIARY:  An Integrated Wearable Hot Flash Monitor and Portable Electronic Device, 
funded by the National Institutes of Health. 
Allyson Bennett, PhD, Assistant Professor, Physiology & Pharmacology: Center for the 
Neurobehavioral Study of Alcohol - Project 3, funded by the National Institute on Alcohol Abuse and 
Alcoholism. 
Allyson Bennett, PhD, Assistant Professor, Physiology & Pharmacology: Serum Biomarkers of 
Alcohol Self-Administration in Non-Human Primates, funded by the Penn State University. 
Allyson Bennett, PhD, Assistant Professor, Physiology & Pharmacology: Development and Long-
term Risks of Adolescent Alcohol Consumption, funded by the National Institute on Alcohol Abuse and 
Alcoholism. 
Allyson Bennett, PhD, Assistant Professor, Physiology & Pharmacology: Exploratory Evaluation of 
Fluoxetine Effects on Development in Female Monkeys, funded by a WFUSM Venture Grant. 
Isabelle Berquin, PhD, Assistant Professor, Pathology: Comprehensive Cancer Center of Wake 
Forest University - Cell Culture, funded by the National Cancer Institute.   
Isabelle Berquin, PhD, Assistant Professor, Pathology: Role of YB-1 in EGFR Regulation and Breast 
Cancer, funded by the National Institute of Health.   
Gretchen Brenes, PhD, Associate Professor, Psychiatry & Behavioral Medicine: Treatment of Late-
Life Anxiety in Primary Care Settings, funded by the National Institute of Mental Health. 
K. Bridget Brosnihan, PhD, Professor, Surgical Sciences, Hypertension & Vascular Research 
Center: Vasodepressor Mechanisms in Hypertension - Core C, funded by the National Heart, Lung 
and Blood Institute.                  6 



Principal Investigator on projects funded in FY 2006-2007 (cont.) 
K. Bridget Brosnihan, PhD, Professor, Surgical Sciences, Hypertension & Vascular Research 
Center: Vasodepressor Mechanisms in Hypertension - Project 5, funded by the National Heart, Lung 
and Blood Institute. 
K. Bridget Brosnihan, PhD, Professor, Surgical Sciences, Hypertension & Vascular Research 
Center: 
Pregnancy shifts the ACE/ACE2 balance to Ang-(1-7), funded by the National Heart, Lung and Blood 
Institute. 
K. Bridget Brosnihan, PhD, Professor, Surgical Sciences, Hypertension & Vascular Research 
Center: 
Core Biochemistry, funded by the National Heart, Lung and Blood Institute. 
Judy Brunso-Bechtold, Phd, Neurobiology & Anatomy: Growth Hormone & IGF-1 in CNS and 
Cerebrovascular Aging - Project 3, funded by the National Institute on Aging. 
Judy Brunso-Bechtold, Phd, Neurobiology & Anatomy: Neural Predictors and RAS Modulation of 
Radiation-Induced Cognitive Impairment, funded by the National Cancer Institute. 
Judy Brunso-Bechtold, Phd, Neurobiology & Anatomy: Digital Camera System for a Zeiss 10-CA 
Transmission Electron Microscope, funded by the North Carolina Biotechnology Center. 
Susan Goodwin Butler, PhD, Associate Professor, Surgical Sciences, Otolaryngology: Effects of 
Age, Gender, Bolus Condition, Viscosity, and Volume on Pharyngeal and Upper Esophageal 
Sphincter Pressure and Temporal Manometric Measurements During Swallowing, funded by the 
American Speech-Language Hearing Foundation.           
Sharon Castellino, MD, Assistant Professor, Pediatrics, Hematology Oncology: A Pilot Study of 
Donepezil in Childhood Survivors of Cranial Irradiation, funded by the Lance Armstrong Foundation. 
Bao-Li Chang, PhD, Assistant Professor, Pediatrics: QTL Mapping for Genes Regulating Apoptosis 
Capacity, funded by National Cancer Institute.  
Bao-Li Chang, PhD, Assistant Professor, Pediatrics: Contribution of AMACR and Phytanic Acid to 
Prostate Cancer Risk Among African Americans in North Carolina,  funded by the Army Med R & D 
Command. 
Bao-Li Chang, PhD, Assistant Professor, Pediatrics: Serum Phytanic Acid Levels and Prostate 
Cancer Risk, funded by a WFUSM Venture Grant. 
Che-Ping Cheng, MD, PhD, Professor, Internal Medicine, Cardiology: Beta3-Adrenergic Receptor 
and Progression to Heart Failure, funded by American Heart Association. 
Gail Cohen, MD, Assistant Professor, Pediatrics: Tipping the Energy Balance for Latino Children, 
funded by Vanderbilt University. 
Laura Coker, PhD, Assistant Professor, Public Health Sciences, Social Sciences & Health Policy: 
The ARIC MRI and Neurocognitive Longitudinal Study, funded by the National Heart Lung and 
Blood Institute. 
Sonia Crandall, PhD, MS, Professor, Family and Community Medicine: Advancing Cultural 
Competency Education and Training, funded by the National Heart, Lung, and Blood Institute. 
Sonia Crandall, PhD, MS, Professor, Family and Community Medicine: Creating a Comprehensive 
Core Communications Curriculum, by the Department of Health & Human Services. 
Suzanne Danhauer, PhD, Assistant Professor, Internal Medicine, Hematology & Oncology: A 
Feasibility Study of a Physical Activity Intervention in Older Adult Inpatients with Acute Leukemia, 
funded by a Wake Forest University Cross-Campus Research Collaborative Support Fund.  
Debra Diz, PhD, Professor, Surgery, Hypertension & Vascular Research Center: Vasodepressor 
Mechanisms in Hypertension - supplement, funded by the National Heart, Lung and Blood Institute. 
Debra Diz, PhD, Professor, Surgery, Hypertension & Vascular Research Center: Vasodepressor 
Mechanisms in Hypertension - Project 4, funded by the National Heart, Lung and Blood Institute. 
Debra Diz, PhD, Professor, Surgery, Hypertension & Vascular Research Center: US Brazil Higher 
Education Consortia Program, funded by the Department of Education. 
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Principal Investigator on projects funded in FY 2006-2007 (cont.) 
Debra Diz, PhD, Professor, Surgery, Hypertension & Vascular Research Center: Excellence in 
Cardiovascular Sciences Summer Training, funded by the National Heart Lunch and Blood Institute.   
Debra Diz, PhD, Professor, Surgery, Hypertension & Vascular Research Center: Post-baccalaureate 
Research Education Program (PREP), funded by the National Institute of General Medical Sciences. 
Debra Diz, PhD, Professor, Surgery, Hypertension & Vascular Research Center: Project 4, Aging, 
Baroreflexes and Angiotensin Receptors, funded by the National Heart Lunch and Blood Institute. 
Debra Diz, PhD, Professor, Surgery, Hypertension & Vascular Research Center: Project 3, Antenatal 
steroids and neurogenic control of blood pressure, Program Project Grant, funded by the National 
Institute of Child Health and Human Development. 
Purnima Dubey, PhD, Assistant Professor, Pathology: Multi-Modality Non-Invasive Imaging on Anti-
Tumor T Cell Responses in Vivo, funded by the National Cancer Institute. 
Iris Edwards, PhD, Associate Professor, Pathology, Comparative Medicine: Mechanisms of Fish 
Oil Supplements in the Prevention of Cancer - Project 4, funded by the National Cancer Institute.            
Iris Edwards, PhD, Associate Professor, Pathology, Comparative Medicine: Regulation of Syndecan 
1 in by n-3 PUFA, funded by the National Cancer Institute. 
Cristin Ferguson, MD, Assistant Professor, Surgical Sciences, Orthopedics: Creation of a Biologic 
Meniscus Replacement Scaffold: Evaluation of DNA Content, Collagen Ultrastructure, a Mechanical 
Properties, funded by National Football League Charities. 
Cristin Ferguson, MD, Assistant Professor, Surgical Sciences, Orthopedics: Biologic Meniscus 
Replacement Using Decellularized Meniscus Allograft Scaffolds:  In Vivo Investigation of Seeded and 
Unseeded Scaffolds in a Sheep Model, funded by Musculoskeletal Transplant Foundation. 
Cristin Ferguson, MD, Assistant Professor, Surgical Sciences, Orthopedics: Biologic Meniscus 
Replacement Using Decellularized Meniscus Allograft Scaffolds: Vivo Investigation of Seeded and 
Unseeded Scaffolds in a Sheep Model, funded by Orthopaedic Research & Education Foundation. 
Kristie Foley, PhD, Assistant Professor, Public Health Sciences, Social Sciences & Health Policy: 
Colon Cancer Treatment, Surveillance, and Survival Among the Poor, funded by the American Cancer 
Society. 
Cristina Furdui, PhD, Assistant Professor, Internal Medicine, Molecular Medicine: The Role of Direct 
Receptor Tyrosine Kinase Oxidation in Atherosclerosis, funded by the American Heart Association. 
Patricia Gallagher, PhD, Assistant Professor, Surgical Sciences, Hypertension & Vascular Research 
Center: Vasodepressor Mechanisms in Hypertension - Core B, funded by the National Heart, Lung 
and Blood Institute. 
Patricia Gallagher, PhD, Assistant Professor, Surgical Sciences, Hypertension & Vascular Research 
Center: Transcriptional Regulation of Angiotensin Converting Enzyme 2 and Central Control of Blood 
Pressure, funded by the American Heart Association-Mid Atlantic. 
Patricia Gallagher, PhD, Assistant Professor, Surgical Sciences, Hypertension & Vascular Research 
Center: Cellular Regulation of Angiotensin Converting Enzyme 2 (ACE2), funded by the National 
Institutes of Health. 
Ann Geiger, PhD, Associate Professor, Public Health Sciences, Social Sciences & Health Policy: Is 
Stroke a Late Effect of Chemotherapy, funded by the National Cancer Institute. 
Erica Hartmann, MD, Assistant Professor, Internal Medicine, Nephrology: Impact of Exercise 
Program on Physical Function and Quality of Life in Aging Candidates for Renal Transplantation, 
funded by the American Society of Nephrology. 
Joan Hilner, MPH, Research Instructor, Public Health Sciences: Type 1 Diabetes Genetics 
Consortium - Meeting Supplement, funded by the Juvenile Diabetes Foundation. 
Joan Hilner, MPH, Research Instructor, Public Health Sciences: Type 1 Diabetes Genetics 
Consortium, funded by the University of Virginia. 
Elizabeth Hiltbold, PhD, Assistant Professor, Microbiology & Immunology: Mechanisms of Listeria-
Specific Immunity, funded by the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases. 
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Principal Investigator on projects funded in FY 2006-2007 (cont.) 
Allyn Howlett, PhD, Professor, Physiology & Pharmacology: Cannabinoid Receptors in Neuronal 
Cells and Brain funded by the National Institutes on Drug Abuse. 
Susan Hutson, PhD, Professor, Biochemistry: Regulation of Brain Neurotransmitter Synthesis, 
funded by the National Institute of Neurological Disorders and Stroke. 
Susan Hutson, PhD, Professor, Biochemistry: Branched Chain Amino Acid Metabolism, funded by 
the National Institute of Diabetes and Digestive and Kidney Diseases.                                                    
Alison Snow Jones, PhD, Associate Professor, Public Health Sciences, Social Sciences & Health 
Policy: HIV/AIDS & Women of Color: Roles of Drug Use, Violence & Insurance in HAART Use, funded 
by the National Institute on Drug Abuse. 
Sara Jones, PhD, Associate Professor, Physiology & Pharmacology: Synthesis and testing of 
Piperdyl analogs as Cocaine Pharmacotherapy, funded by Winston-Salem State University. 
Sara Jones, PhD, Associate Professor, Physiology & Pharmacology: Ethanol, Stress and Dopamine, 
funded by National Institute of Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism. 
Heidi Klepin, MD, Assistant Professor, Internal Medicine, Hematology & Oncology: Inpatient 
Functional and Cognitive Assessment in Older Adults with Acute Myelogenous Leukemia, funded by 
a WFUSM Venture Grant. 
Ann Lambros, PhD, Assistant Professor, Public Health Sciences, Social Sciences & Health Policy: 
Research, Education, and Linking Science Careers: REAL Science Careers, funded by the National 
Institutes of Health, Science Education Partnership Award. 
Julia Lawrence, DO, Assistant Professor, Internal Medicine, Hematology & Oncology: Diversity in 
Hereditary Breast Cancer Education and Outreach Program, funded by the Susan G. Koman Breast 
Cancer Foundation t. 
Yongmei Liu, MD, PhD, Assistant Professor, Public Health Sciences, Epidemiology & Prevention: 
Age-Related Inflammatory Changes:  The Role of Genes and Body Composition Changes, funded by 
the National Institutes on Health. 
Gail Marion, PhD., PA-C, Associate Professor, Family Medicine: PAs Meeting Vulnerable Patient’s 
Health Literacy Needs, funded by the Public Health Services, Department of Health and Human 
Services. 
Amy McMichael, MD, Associate Professor, Dermatology: A Double-Blind, Placebo-Controlled, 
Rondomized, Multi-Center Study to Evaluate the Safety and Therapeutic Efficacy of Intramuscular 
Administration of Alefacept (LFA-3/IgG1 Fusion Protein) in Patients with Chronic, Sever Scalp 
Alopecia Areata, funded by National Alopecia Areata Foundation. 
Linda McPhail, PhD, Professor and Associate Dean, Biochemistry: Regulation of Oxygen 
Metabolism in Blood Neutropils, funded by the WFUSM Interim Funding Program. 
Linda Metheny-Barlow, PhD, Assistant Professor, Radiation Oncology: Tumorigenic Subversion of 
Mural Cells in Breast Cancer, funded by National Cancer Institute. 
Deborah Meyers, PhD, Professor, Pediatrics: Gene-gene Interaction in Mouse and Man, funded by 
Sandler Foundation. 
Deborah Meyers, PhD, Professor, Pediatrics: Genetics of Asthma and Bronchial 
Hyperresponsiveness, funded by National Heart, Lung, and Blood Institute. 
Deborah Meyers, PhD, Professor, Pediatrics: Genome wide Association for Asthma and Lung 
Function, funded by the National Institutes of Health. 
Brigitte Miller, MD, Professor & Section Head, Obstetrics & Gynecology: Gynecologic Oncology 
Group, funded by the Gynecologic Oncology Group. 
Carolanne Milligan, PhD, Associate Professor, Neurobiology & Anatomy: Heat Shock Proteins and 
Motoneuron Survival, funded by the National Institute of Neurological Disorders and Stroke. 
Lorna G. Moore, PhD, Dean & Professor, Graduate School and Public Health Sciences: Building 
Interdisciplinary Research Careers in Women's Health (BIRWCH), housed at University of Colorado, 
funded by the National Institutes of Health. 
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Principal Investigator on projects funded in FY 2006-2007 (cont.) 
Barbara Nicklas, PhD, Professor, Internal Medicine, Gerontology: Exercise and Reginal Fat 
Metabolism After Menopause, funded by  the National Institute on Aging. 
Barbara Nicklas, PhD, Professor, Internal Medicine, Gerontology: Exercise Training and 
Inflammatory Risk Factors For Disability, funded by  the National Institutes on Health.    
Barbara Nicklas, PhD, Professor, Internal Medicine, Gerontology: Intensive Dietary Restriction with 
Exercise in Arthritis, funded by Wake Forest University. 
Michelle Nicolle, PhD, Assistant Professor, Internal Medicine, Gerontology: Leutin As An 
Intervention to Prevent Age-Related Neural Dysfunction Contributing to Cognitive Decline, funded 
by the American Egg Board 
Michelle Nicolle, PhD, Assistant Professor, Internal Medicine, Gerontology: Oxidative Damage and 
Neural Signaling in Aging, funded by the National Institutes on Aging.     
Jill Ohar, MD, Professor, Internal Medicine, Pulmonary, Critical Care, Allergy and Immunologic 
Diseases: Phenotypic and Genotypic Determinants to Identify patients at High Risk for Mesothelioma, 
funded by the Mesothelioma Applied Research Foundation. 
Katherine Poehling, MD, MPH, Associate Professor, Pediatrics: Is Sickle Cell Trait a Risk Factor 
for Invasive Pneumococcal Disease?, funded by the March of Dimes Birth Defects Foundation. 
Leslie Poole, PhD, Professor, Biochemistry: Integrated Process for Functional Site Feature 
Analysis, funded by Wake Forest University. 
Leslie Poole, PhD, Professor, Biochemistry: Mechanistic Studies of Alkyl Hydroperoxide Reductase 
and Related Redox Proteins, funded by the National Institutes of Health. 
Leslie Poole, PhD, Professor, Biochemistry: Algebraic and Statistical Models of Redox Signaling, 
funded by the National Institute of General Medical Sciences. 
Mercedes Porosnicu, MD, Assistant Professor, Internal Medicine, Hematology & Oncology: Phase 
I/II Clinical Trial Of Combined Re-irradiation With Pemetrexed And Erlotinib Followed by 
Maintenance Erlotinib For Recurrent And Second Primary Squamous Cell Carcinoma of the Head 
and Neck, funded by Eli Lilly and OSI/Gennetech. 
Mercedes Porosnicu, MD, Assistant Professor, Internal Medicine, Hematology & Oncology: Pilot 
Study To Evaluate The Anti-tumor Effect of Erlotinib Administered Before Surgery in Operable 
Patients With Squamous Cell Carcinoma Of The Head And Neck (SCCHN), funded by 
OSI/Gennetech and an Institutional National Institutes on Health grant. 
Linda Porrino, PhD, Professor, Physiology & Pharmacology: Center for the Neurobiological 
Investigation of Drug Abuse - Project 4, funded by the National Institute on Drug Abuse. 
Linda Porrino, PhD, Professor, Physiology & Pharmacology: Decision Making in Marijuana Users, 
funded by the  National Institute on Drug Abuse.  
Linda Porrino, PhD, Professor, Physiology & Pharmacology: Early Exposure to Stimulants as a 
Risk Factor for Substance Abuse, funded by the National Institute on Drug Abuse.  
Linda Porrino, PhD, Professor, Physiology & Pharmacology: Neurobiological Correlates of Cocaine 
Abuse, funded by the  National Institute on Drug Abuse. 
Sara Quandt, PhD, Professor, Public Health Sciences, Epidemiology & Prevention: Rural Elders’ 
Diabetes Self Management: Development of a Common Sense Model Inventory, funded by the 
National Institute on Aging.  
Sara Quandt, PhD, Professor, Public Health Sciences, Epidemiology & Prevention: JUSTA:  
Justice and Health for Poultry Workers, funded by the Centers for Disease Control & Prevention, 
National Institutes of Occupational Safety & Health.  
Sara Quandt, PhD, Professor, Public Health Sciences, Epidemiology & Prevention: Rural Older 
Adults: Oral Health, Diet & Quality of Life, funded by the National Institute of Dental and Craniofacial 
Research.  
April Ronca, PhD, Associate Professor, Obstetrics & Gynecology: Hypergravity Effects on the 
Maternal-Fetal System, funded by NASA.                                                                                          10    



Principal Investigator on projects funded in FY 2006-2007 (cont.) 
April Ronca, PhD, Associate Professor, Obstetrics & Gynecology: Methods for In Vivo  Behavioral 
Observation of the Mouse, funded by the National Institutes of Health.                                             
April Ronca, PhD, Associate Professor, Obstetrics & Gynecology: Sensation and Behavior of Fetus 
and Neonate, funded by the National Institutes of Health. 
April Ronca, PhD, Associate Professor, Obstetrics & Gynecology: Longitudinal Analysis of 
Neurochemical Profiles Using, MR Spectroscopy in Developing and Adult Rat Brain Following 
Perinatal Asphyxia, funded by the Harry O. Parker Neurosciences Research Fund and a WFUSM 
Venture Fund. 
April Ronca, PhD, Associate Professor, Obstetrics & Gynecology: Developmental Psychobiology 
Symposia, funded by the International Society for Developmental Psychobiology. 
Michelle Sale, PhD, Associate Professor, Internal Medicine, Endocrinology: Identifying Genes That 
Contribute to Type 2 Diabetes in African Americans, funded by the American Diabetes Association. 
Maria Sam, MD, Assistant Professor, Neurology: Neurodevelopment Effects of Antiepileptic Drugs, 
funded by Georgetown University. 
Lumy Sawaki, PhD, Research Assistant Instructor, Neurology: Enhancing Cortical Plasticity with 
Nerve Stimulation in Stroke Patients with Severe Motor Deficit, funded by the American Heart 
Association. 
Lumy Sawaki, PhD, Research Assistant Instructor, Neurology: Enhancement of Post-Stroke Neural 
Plasticity with Atomoxetine: A Pilot Study, funded by the Charles A. Dana Foundation, Inc. 
Lumy Sawaki, PhD, Research Assistant Instructor, Neurology: Motor Functional Neuroanatomy in 
Cerebral Palsy, funded by the University of Maryland.           
Lumy Sawaki, PhD, Research Assistant Instructor, Neurology: Driving Neuroplasticity with Nerve 
Stimulation and Modified CIT, funded by the National Institute of Child Health and Human 
Development. 
Lumy Sawaki, PhD, Research Assistant Instructor, Neurology: Multimodal Imaging of Cortical 
Plasticity Associated with Peripheral Nerve Stimulation and Motor Training after Stroke, funded by a 
WFUSM Venture Grant. 
Karin Drotschmann Scarpinato, PhD, Assistant Professor, Cancer Biology: Repair Proteins: 
Interface Between Cell Death & Survival, funded by the National Cancer Institute.  
Vandana Shashi, MBBS, Associate Professor, Pediatrics: Risk Factors for Psychosis in 
Chromosome 22q11 Deletion Syndrome, funded by the National Institutes for Mental Health. 
Sally Shumaker, PhD, Professor and Associate Dean, Public Health Sciences, Social Sciences & 
Health Policy: Effects of Hormone Replacement Therapy on Cognitive Aging: Women's Health 
Initiative Study on Cognitive Aging (WHISCA), funded by the National Institute on Aging.   
Sally Shumaker, PhD, Professor and Associate Dean, Public Health Sciences, Social Sciences & 
Health Policy: Women's Health Initiative Memory Study, funded by the National Institutes of Health, 
Women’s Health Initiative, Office of the Director. 
Kaycee Sink, MD, Assistant Professor, Internal Medicine, Gerontology: Outcomes of Irrational 
Polypharmacy in Nursing Home Residents with Dementia:  Co-prescription of Cholinesterase 
Inhibitors and Anticholinergics, funded by the John A Hartford Foundation. 
Kaycee Sink, MD, Assistant Professor, Internal Medicine, Gerontology: Balancing Risks and 
Benefits of Pharmacotherapy in Older Adults: Cognitive and Functional Outcomes Associated with 
Anticholinergic Use, funded by the John A Hartford Foundation. 
Beverly Snively, PhD, Associate Professor, Public Health Sciences, Biostatistical Sciences: Iron 
Status: A Pathway Analysis in Multiple Ethnicities, funded by the National Institute of Diabetes and 
Digestive and Kidney Diseases  
Mary Sorci-Thomas, PhD, Professor, Pathology, Comparative Medicine: Inflammation and the 
Inhibition of Cholesterol Transport, funded by the National Heart, Lung and Blood Institute. 
Mary Sorci-Thomas, PhD, Professor, Pathology, Comparative Medicine: Lipoprotein Metabolism in 
Atherosclerosis - Project 4, funded by the National Heart, Lung and Blood Institute.                        11    



Principal Investigator on projects funded in FY 2006-2007 (cont.) 
Elizabeth Ann Tallant, MD, Professor, Surgical Sciences, Hypertension & Vascular Research 
Center: Vasodepressor Mechanisms in Hypertension - supplement, funded by the National Heart, 
Lung and Blood Institute. 
Elizabeth Ann Tallant, MD, Professor, Surgical Sciences, Hypertension & Vascular Research 
Center: Vasodepressor Mechanisms in Hypertension - Project 2, funded by the National Heart, Lung 
and Blood Institute. 
Rong Tang, MD, Research Assistant Professor, Neurology: Evolution of Cardiovascular Risk with 
Normal Aging, funded by the Tulane University Medical Center. 
Janet Tooze, PhD, Assistant Professor, Public Health Sciences, Biostatistical Sciences: Statistical 
Issues in Dietary Surveillance and Nutritional Epidemiology, funded by the National Cancer Institute. 
Suzy Torti, PhD, Associate Professor, Biochemistry: BARC and Kidney Cancer, funded by the 
National Cancer Institute. 
Suzy Torti, PhD, Associate Professor, Biochemistry: Role of the Tim-2 Receptor in Immunity and 
Autoimmunity, funded by the University of California - San Francisco. 
Suzy Torti, PhD, Associate Professor, Biochemistry: New Organosulfu Anticarcinogenic Enzyme 
Inducers, funded by Wake Forest University. 
Jasmina Vargic, MD, PhD, Research Assistant Professor, Surgical Sciences, Hypertension & 
Vascular Research Center: Aldosterone and Ang-(1-7) in Pressure-Independent Cardiac Effects of 
Dietary Salt Excess, funded by a WFUSM Venture Grant.           
Michelle Vincler, PhD, Assistant Professor, Anesthesiology: Nicotinic Acetylcholine Receptors in 
Neuropathic Pain, funded by the National Institute of Neurological Disorders and Stroke.   
Mara Vitolins, DrPH, MPH, RD, Associate Professor, Public Health Sciences, Epidemiology: Phase 
II Clinical Trial of Celecoxib for Prevention of Sporadic Colorectal Adenomas - Nutrition assessment, 
funded by the Strang Cancer Center. 
Mary Lou Voytko, PhD, Professor, Neurobiology & Anatomy: Cognition and Estrogen in 
Menopause: A Monkey Model, funded by the National Institute on Aging. 
Mary Lou Voytko, PhD, Professor, Neurobiology & Anatomy: Dietary Restriction and Aging in 
Rhesus Monkeys, funded by the University of Wisconsin-Madison. 
Mary Lou Voytko, PhD, Professor, Neurobiology & Anatomy: Translational Cognitive and 
Biomarker Models on the Effects of Normal Aging, Disease-states, and Treatment across Species, 
funded by the Kulynych Interdisciplinary Cancer Research Fund. 
Lynne Wagenknecht, DrPH, Professor, Public Health Sciences: Atherosclerosis Risk in 
Communities, funded by the University of North Carolina-Chapel Hill. 
Lynne Wagenknecht, DrPH, Professor, Public Health Sciences: Atherosclerosis, Plaque and CVD 
in Communities, funded by the University of North Carolina-Chapel Hill. 
Lynne Wagenknecht, DrPH, Professor, Public Health Sciences: Genetics of Adiposity and Glucose 
Homeostasis, funded by the National Heart, Lung, and Blood Institute. 
Lynne Wagenknecht, DrPH, Professor, Public Health Sciences: Genetics of Adiposity and Glucose 
Homeostasis, funded by the National Heart, Lung, and Blood Institute. 
Janice Wagner, PhD, Professor, Pathology, Comparative Medicine: Beta Cell Regeneration in 
Humans, A Therapy for Type-1Diabetes, funded by the University of California LA. 
Janice Wagner, PhD, Professor, Pathology, Comparative Medicine: Genetic Characterization of 
Obesity-related Inflammation in Vervet Monkeys, funded by the WFUSM Venture Fund and Skorich 
Diabetes Research Fund. 
Yuh-Hwa Wang, PhD, Associate Professor, Biochemistry: Molecular Studies of Cancer Specific 
Fragile Sites, funded by the National Cancer Institute. 
Yuh-Hwa Wang, PhD, Associate Professor, Biochemistry: The Role of Fragile Sites in RET/PTC 
Rearrangement, funded by National Institutes of Health.   
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Principal Investigator on projects funded in FY 2006-2007 (cont.) 
Lisa Washburn, MD, Assistant Professor, Pediatrics: Prenatal Events - Postnatal Consequences - 
Project 4, funded by the National Institute of Child Health and Human Development. 
Gretchen Wells, MD, PhD, Associate Professor, Internal Medicine, Cardiology: A Multicenter, 
Randomized, Double-Blind, Double Dummy, Parallel Group Study to Compare Effects of Coreg CR 
and Coreg IR on Ejection Fraction in Subjects with Stable Chronic Heart Failure, funded by the 
University of California-San Diego. 
Aimee Wilkin, MD, MPH, Assistant Professor, Internal Medicine, Infections Disease: A Large, 
Simple Trial Comparing Two Strategies for Management of Anti-Retroviral Therapy (CPCRA 065) 
funded by Social & Scientific Systems, Inc.   
Aimee Wilkin, MD, MPH, Assistant Professor, Internal Medicine, Infections Disease: A Feasibility 
Study of a Physical Activity Intervention in Older Adult Inpatients with Acute Leukemia, funded by a 
Wake Forest University Cross-Campus Research Collaborative Support Fund. 
Aimee Wilkin, MD, MPH, Assistant Professor, Internal Medicine, Infections Disease: A Ryan White 
Title III HIV Primary Care Early Intervention Services Grant, funded by the Health Resources 
Services Administration.   
Aimee Wilkin, MD, MPH, Assistant Professor, Internal Medicine, Infections Disease: A Ryan White 
Title III HIV Primary Care Capacity Building Grant, funded by the Health Resources Services 
Administration. 
Aimee Wilkin, MD, MPH, Assistant Professor, Internal Medicine, Infections Disease: Ryan White Title 
II grant to provide HIV primary care services, funded by the North Carolina Department of Health and 
Human Services. 

Qing Yang, MD, PhD, Assistant Professor, Pediatrics: Development of Orogastric Feeding Model and 
Hypoxia-Reoxygenation Induced Necrotizing Enterocolitis Model in Neonatal Rats, funded by a 
WFUSM Venture Grant. 
Qing Yang, MD, PhD, Assistant Professor, Pediatrics: Comparison of the Anti-inflammatory Actions 
of Echium Oil and Fish Oil in a Rat Model of Necrotizing Enterocolitis, funded by a WF Center for 
Botanical Lipids pilot grant.   
Siqun Lilly Zheng, MD, Associate Professor, Internal Medicine, Pulmonary: Polymorphisms of 
INS/IFG Signal Pathways & Female Cancer, funded by the Albert Einstein College of Medicine. 
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