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As Director of the Leadership and Mentoring Program for the Women’s Health Center of 
Excellence for Research, Leadership, Education (WHCoE), I want to welcome you to our fifth 
annual social event to honor the achievements of women faculty at Wake Forest University 
and the School of Medicine.  Please join me in our celebration of recent promotions, honors, 
awards, and outstanding achievements of the WFUSM faculty members listed within this 
booklet. 

 
Congratulations to all of you! 

 
Sonia J. S. Crandall, Ph.D., M.S. 
Leadership and Mentoring Program Director 
Women’s Health Center of Excellence for Research, Leadership, Education 
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2008-2009 Women Faculty Promotions & Tenure 

 
Instructor to Assistant Professor 
Kimberly Case, MD, Family & Community Medicine 
Nancy Denizard-Thompson, MD, Internal Medicine, General Internal Medicine 
Amret Hawfield, MD, Internal Medicine, Nephrology 
Megan Bright MD, Radiation Oncology 
Jennifer Stancil, MD, Pediatrics 
Caroline Bass, PhD, Physiology & Pharmacology 
 
Assistant Professor to Associate Professor 
Lorraine Arias, MD, Anesthesiology 
Sarah Bodin, MD, Anesthesiology 
Sharon Castellino, MD, Pediatrics 
Laura Coker, PhD, Public Health Sciences, Social Sciences & Health Policy 
Erica Hartmann, MD, Internal Medicine, Nephrology 
Pang-Chi Hsu, PhD, Public Health Sciences, Biostatistical Sciences 
Yongmei Liu, MD, PhD, Public Health Sciences, Epidemiology 
Nadja Lesko, MD, Radiologic Sciences, Radiology 
Susan Melin, MD, Internal Medicine, Hematology & Oncology 
Judith Messura, DMD, Dentistry 
Michelle Nicolle, PhD, Internal Medicine, Gerontology 
Elizabeth Palavecino, MD, Pathology [with tenure] 
Maria Sam, MD, Neurology 
Karin Scarpinato, PhD, Cancer Biology 
Janet Tooze, PhD, Public Health Sciences, Biostatistical Sciences 
Liza Washburn, MD, Pediatrics 
Deborah Whelan, MD, Anesthesiology 
 
Associate Professor to Professor 
Julienne Kirk, PharmD, Family & Community Medicine 
Gail Marion, PhD, Family & Community Medicine 
Carol Milligan, PhD, Neurobiology & Anatomy [with tenure] 
April Ronca, PhD, Obstetrics & Gynecology [with tenure] 
Beverly Snively, PhD, Public Health Sciences, Biostatistical Sciences 
Suzy Torti, PhD, Biochemistry [tenure continues] 
 
Tenure 
Michelle Naughton, PhD, Public Health Sciences, Social Sciences & Health Policy      
 
Other 
Patience Agborbesong, MD, Internal Medicine, General Internal Medicine: Inaugural Fellows of the 
Society of Hospital Medicine in May 2009 
 

Debra Diz, PhD, Surgical Sciences, Hypertension & Vascular Disease Research Center: Interim Director of the 
Hypertension & Vascular Research Center. 
 

Kathryn Greven M.D., Radiation Oncology, named Vice Chairwoman.   
 

Kathi Kemper, M.D., M.P.H., Pediatrics, named Founder and First Chair of the Section for 
Complementary and Integrative Medicine, American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP). 
 

Linda Porrino, PhD, Professor, Physiology & Pharmacology, appointed Department Chair 
 

Gretchen Wells, MD, PhD, FACC, Internal Medicine, Cardiology, appointed Associate Dean for 
Medical School Admissions.   
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Women Faculty Achievements 2008-2009 

 

      
Elected or Appointed to a Community Advisory Board  
 
Allison Brashear, MD, Neurology:  

• Unified Council for Neurologic Subspecialties 
• Wake Forest University Baptist Medical Center 
• Women's fund of Winston Salem 

  
Brenda Latham-Sadler, MD, Family & Community Medicine:  

• President, Forsyth Stokes Davie Medical Society 2009-2010 
• Re-elected to the Board of Directors, Appalachian State University Foundation 

 
Andrea Fernandez, MD, Obstetrics & Gynecology: Elected a member of the board of directors of Wake 
Forest University Physicians.  
 
 
Are a NIH Study Section Charter Member 
 
Allyn Howlett, PhD, Physiology and Pharmacology: Member Molecular Neuropharmacology and Signaling 
Study Section 2008-2011 
 
Patricia Gallagher, PhD, Surgical Sciences, Hypertension & Vascular Disease Research Center: MAT1B 
Study Section for Mid-Atlantic Affiliate of American Heart Association. 
 
 
Elected or Appointed to Peer-Reviewed Journal Editorial Board 
 
K. Bridget Brosnihan, PhD, Surgical Sciences, Hypertension & Vascular Disease Research Center: 
Serves on the editorial boards of: 

• Hypertension. 
• The American Journal of Physiology/Heart. 
• Current Hypertension Review. 
• J of Clinical Pharmacology 

 
Cheryl Bushnell, MD, MHS, Neurology: Appointed to the Stroke Editorial Board. 
 
Debra Diz, PhD, Surgical Sciences, Hypertension & Vascular Disease Research Center:   

• Hypertension 
• General Pharmacology: The Vascular System now Vascular Pharmacology  
• Current Hypertension Reviews 
• American Journal of Physiology: Heart & Circulatory Physiology 

 
Denise K. Houston, PhD, RD, Internal Medicine, Gerontology: Journal of Nutrition for the Elderly. 
 
Michelle Nicolle, PhD, Internal Medicine, Gerontology:  Appointed to Editorial Advisory Board of ACS 
Chemical Neuroscience 
 
Katherine A. Poehling, MD MPH, Pediatrics: Appointed Associate Editor of Academic Pediatrics. 
 
Mary Lou Voytko, PhD, Neurobiology & Anatomy:  

• AGE 
• Journal of American Aging Association 

 
 
 
 



 
Women Faculty Achievements 2008-2009 

 
Served as a Study Section Chair 
 
Laura Bachmann, MD, MPH, Internal Medicine:  

• Sexually Transmitted Infections Cooperative Research Centers Study Section 
• National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases Special Emphasis Panel ZAI1 SV-A J4 1 

 
K. Bridget Brosnihan, PhD, Hypertension & Vascular Disease Research Center: 

• Member of Program Project NHLBI study section. 
• 2009  Member of special panel to review NIH grants. 

 
Debra Diz, PhD, Surgical Sciences, Hypertension & Vascular Disease Research Center: 

• NIH Reviewers Reserve 
• NIH, Chair, Special Review Committee,  Teleconferences 
• NIH, NIGMS Minority Review Panel (SCORE applications) 
• NIH, Fellowship Review Committees (F31,32,33)  
• NIH, NHLBI Miscellaneous Program Project Grant Reviews – approximately 3 per year 
• NIH, NHLBI K99/R00 Review Panel – two to three times per year 
• Abstract Reviewer, American Heart Association, Council for High Blood Pressure Research 
• Abstract Reviewer, American Heart Association National Sessions 

 
Allyn Howlett, PhD, Physiology and Pharmacology: Chair  Molecular Neuropharmacology and Signaling 
Study Section 

 
 
Served on a National Panel or Taskforce 
 
Cheryl Bushnell, MD, MHS, Neurology: NIH Roundtable on Opportunities to Advance Research on 
Neurological and Psychiatric Emergencies at NIH.  
 
Sonia Crandall, PhD, MS, Family & Community Medicine: Member of the expert panel for the AAMC Cultural 
Competence Education: Evaluating the Assessment Literature” project. 
 
Allyn Howlett, PhD, Physiology and Pharmacology: Chair, Subcommittee for Cannabinoid Receptors, 
International Union of Pharmacologists Nomenclature Committee 2000 to present 
 
Linda McPhail, PhD, Biochemistry: Chair of the 2009 Gordon Research Conference on Phagocytes held in 
Waterville Valley, NH, from June 7-12, 2009.   
 
Brenda Latham-Sadler, M.D., Family & Community Medicine: Appointment to the AAMC's Group on Student 
Affairs-Committee on Diversity Affairs. 
 
Brenda Latham-Sadler, M.D., Family & Community Medicine: Named to the Advisory Council for the 
Experiment in Self-Reliance. 
 
Suzanne Reich, PA-C, MPAS, Physician Assistant Studies: Strategic Planning Task Force for the American 
Academy of Physician Assistants. 
 
E. Ann Tallant, PhD, Surgical Sciences, Hypertension & Vascular Disease Research Center:  

• Webmaster, Leadership Committee, Council for High Blood Pressure Research of 
• the American Heart Association. 
• Mentor, Training Committee, Council for High Blood Pressure Research of the American Heart Association. 
• Research Committee, MidAtlantic Affiliate of the American Heart Association 

 
 
 
 



 
Women Faculty Achievements 2008-2009 

 
Received a National, Local or Civic Award 
 
Allison Brashear, MD, Neurology:  

• Award Women in Healthcare- Triad Business journal 2009 
• DePauw University community leader June 2008 

  
K. Bridget Brosnihan, PhD, Hypertension & Vascular Disease Research Center: 

• Article “Activation of local chorionic villi angiotensin II but not angiotensin-(1-7) in  preeclampsia” 
selected for publication in first GO RED issue of Hypertension.  Selected   

             out of 240 submitted articles 
• Irvine Page-Alvin Bradley Lifetime Achievement Award of the Council for High Blood Pressure of the 

American Heart Association 
• Honorary Degree from the College of St. Mary, Omaha, Nebraska And Commencement Speaker.  

 
Cristina Furdui, PhD, Internal Medicine, Molecular Medicine 

• Distinguished Biochemistry Alumni Award, University of Nebraska, Lincoln 
• New Investigator in Basic Sciences Award, Wake Forest University School of Medicine 

 
Kathi Kemper, MD, MPH, Pediatrics: Received the inaugural IPC Leadership Award from the Integrative 
Pediatrics Council, a group of concerned health care practitioners and child health advocates. 
 
Claudine Legault, PhD, Public Health Sciences, Biostatistical Sciences: received the 2009 Faculty 
Mentoring Award in the Division of Public Health Sciences, for excellent contributions to the division and 
institution through mentoring and co-mentoring colleagues in their professional and personal development. 
 
Medge Owen, MD, Anesthesia  & President, Kybele, Inc:  

• University of Kansas School of Medicine Early Career Achievement Award 
• The Society for Obstetric Anesthesia and Perinatology "Teacher of the Year" Award 
• 2009 YWCA "Women of Vision" Award 

 
Katherine A. Poehling, MD, MPH, Pediatrics: Awarded the 2008 American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) 
Outstanding Achievement Award in Epidemiology. 
 
Janet A. Tooze, PhD, Public Health Sciences, Biostatistical Sciences: one of 10 individuals to receive the 
2008 National Institute of Health Merit Award as a member of the Surveillance Measurement Error Group. This 
award recognizes researchers who have demonstrated superior competence and outstanding productivity in 
research endeavors. 
 
Jasmina Vargic, MD, PhD, Surgical Sciences, Hypertension & Vascular Disease Research Center: 2008 
WFU Excellence in Research Award. 
 
Mary Lou Voytko, PhD, Neurobiology & Anatomy: Mentor of the Year, Mentoring Program for Women Junior 
Faculty, Women’s Health Center of Excellence for Research, Leadership, Education. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Women Faculty Achievements 2008-2009 

 
Elected to a Professional Society Officer Position 
 
Sarah Bodin, MD, Anesthesiology: Board of Directors of the Society for Education in Anesthesia. 
 
K. Bridget Brosnihan, PhD, Surgical Sciences, Hypertension & Vascular Disease Research Center:  

• Inter-American Society of Hypertension:  Member of the Leadership Committee, Chair of the Awards 
Committee  

• Council of High Blood Pressure of the American Heart Association: Member of the Nominating 
committee     

 
Sonia Crandall, PhD, MS, Professor, Family and Community Medicine: Elected Chair of “The Generalists in 
Medical Education” 
 
Debra Diz, PhD, Surgical Sciences, Hypertension & Vascular Disease Research Center:   

• Member, Nominating Committee, American Society for Pharmacology and Experiential Therapeutics 
• Chair, Cardiovascular Division, American Society for Pharmacology and Experiential Therapeutics 
• Awards Committee Member, Consortium of Southeastern Hypertension Centers 
• Elected Member at large, Leadership Committee, Council for High Blood Pressure Research, American 

Heart Association. 
 
Marissa Howard-McNatt, MD, Surgical Sciences, General Surgery: Appointed to the Membership Committee 
of the Society of Surgical Oncology. 
 
Allyn Howlett, PhD, Physiology and Pharmacology: President Elect of Executive Committee of the 
International Cannabinoid Research Society.  President effective July 2009. 
 
Annette J. Johnson, MD, MS, Department of Radiology: Elected Secretary Treasurer of the Radiology 
Alliance for Health Services Research. 
 
Brenda Latham-Sadler, MD, Family & Community Medicine: President, Forsyth Stokes Davie Medical 
Society 2009-2010 
 
Mary Lou Voytko, PhD, Neurobiology & Anatomy: President, Society for Executive Leadership in Academic 
Medicine. 
 
 
Elected or Appointed to a National Board 
 
Patience Agborbesong, MD, Internal Medicine, General Internal Medicine: Appointed National Chair of the 
Leadership Committee for the Society of Hospital Medicine. 
 
Laura Bachmann, MD, MPH, Internal Medicine Chair, 2010 CDC STD Treatment Guidelines Committee 
 
K. Bridget Brosnihan, PhD, Hypertension & Vascular Disease Research Center:  

• Member of the Nominating Committee of the Council for High Blood Pressure of the American Heart 
Association. 

• Board of Directors for the Inter-American Society of Hypertension 
 
Aimee Wilkin, MD, MPH, Internal Medicine, Infectious Diseases:  

• Elected Treasurer of the American Academy of HIV Medicine 
• Elected Board Chair for the Northwest Care Consortium (for community activities) 
• Appointed Member, Regional Advisory Committee for the Southeast AIDS Training and  

Education Center (SEATEC) 
 
Mary Lou Voytko, PhD, Neurobiology & Anatomy: National Institute on Aging Scientific Advisory Committee 
for the Caloric Restriction Primate Project. 
 



 
Women Faculty Achievements 2008-2009 

 
Principal Investigator on a Projects Funded in FY 2008-2009 

Total of Women PI projects is $35,868,080.05 of $15,977,826.49 
 
Martha Alexander-Miller, PhD, Microbiology &Immunology 

• Control of Cytotoxic T Cell Differentiation and Activity, funded by the National Institute of Allergy and 
Infectious Diseases  

• Cellular Immune Response to Respiratory Infection, funded by the National Institutes of Health 
 
Nancy Avis, PhD, Public Health Sciences, Social Sciences & Health Policy 

• Postdoctoral Training in Cancer Control Research, funded by the National Cancer Institute 
• Study of Women's Health across the Nation III, funded by the University of Pittsburgh 
• Effectiveness of Integral Yoga on Objective and Subjective Menopausal Hot Flashes, funded by the 

Department of Health & Human Services 
 
Laura Bachmann, MD, MPH, Internal Medicine, Infectious Disease: Risk Assessment for Long-Haul Truck 
Drivers, funded by the National Institutes of Health 
 
Caroline Bass, PhD, Physiology & Pharmacology: CB1 and DA Receptor Deletion by RNAi in Cocaine Self-
Administration, funded by the National Institute on Drug Abuse  
 
Allyson Bennett, PhD, Physiology & Pharmacology 

• Serum Biomarkers of Alcohol Self-Administrationin Non-Human Primates, funded by Penn State 
University 

• Development and Long-term Risks of Adolescent Alcohol Consumption, funded by the National Institute 
on Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism 

• Gene-Environment Interactions: Quality of Maternal Care and the Serotonin Transporter Polymorphism, 
funded by the University of Colorado 

 
Isabelle Berquin, PhD, Cancer Biology 

• Pilot study on the effects of different dietary fatty acids on mammary cancer risk, funded by the 
Kulynych Interdisciplinary Cancer Research Fund 

• Role of YB-1 in EGFR Regulation and Breast Cancer, funded by the National Cancer Institute  
 
Alexandra Boeving, PhD, Pediatrics: Promoting Resilience in Young Children of HIV -Infected Mothers in 
South Africa, funded by Yale University School of Medicine 
 
Allison Brashear, MD, Neurology:  
clinical, Genetic, and Cellular Consequences of Mutations in Na,K ATPase ATP1A3 - NINDS 
 
Gretchen Brenes, PhD, Psychiatry & Behavioral Medicine: A Translational Approach to the Assessment and 
Treatment of Generalized Anxiety Disorder, funded by a WFUSM Venture Grant 
 
Judy Brunso-Bechtold, PhD, Neurobiology and Anatomy 

• Neural Predictors and RAS Modulation of Radiation-Induced Cognitive Impairment, funded by the 
National Cancer Institute 

• Regulation of Neural Connectivity in the Aging Brain, funded by the University of Oklahoma Health 
Sciences 

 
Cheryl Bushnell, MD, MHS, Neurology 

• Substudy: Biomarkers and Nitric Oxide Synthase Genotypes in African Americans with Intracranial 
Small Vessel-Type Disease, funded by Duke University 

• Sex Differences in Gene Expression Profiles in Patients at Risk for Stroke, funded by a WFUSM 
Venture Grant 

• Goddess Fund Career Development Grant for Stroke Research in Women, funded by the Goddess 
Foundation 

• Sex Differences in Vascular Markers of Stroke Risk, funded by the National Institute of Neurological 
Disorders and Stroke  

 
 



 
Principal Investigator on a Projects Funded in FY 2008-2009 (continued) 
 
K. Bridget Brosnihan, PhD, Surgical Sciences, Hypertension & Vascular Disease Research Center:  

• Ang-(1-7) and prostanoids in normotensive and hypertensive pregnancy, funded by the National Heart, 
Lung and Blood Institute  

• Biochemistry Core Sponsor, funded by the National Heart, Lung and Blood Institute 
 
Susan Butler, PhD, Surgical Sciences, Otolaryngology: Endoscopic Evaluation of Swallowing in Healthy 
Participants Across the Lifespan, funded by the National Institute on Deafness and Other Communication 
Disorders 
 
Che-Ping Cheng, MD, PhD, Internal Medicine, Cardiology: Functional Significance of Cardiac Beta3 
Adrenergic Receptors in Alcoholic Cardiomyopathy, funded by the American Heart Association-Mid Atlantic 
 
Sonia Crandall, PhD, MS, Family Medicine 

• Advancing Cultural Competency Education and Professional Training to Improve Medical Education 
(ACCEPT-IME), funded by the National Heart, Lung and Blood Institute 

• Medical Students' Perceptions of Residents', Attendings, and Thoer Own Cultural Competency, funded 
by the Association of American Medical Colleges/Center for Disease Control 

 
Jasmin Divers, PhD, Public Health Sciences, Biostatistical Sciences: Genome-Wide Structured Association 
Testing Regional Admixture Mapping Grant, funded by the University of Alabama - Birmingham 
 
Debra Diz, PhD, Surgical Sciences, Hypertension & Vascular Disease Research Center 

• US Brazil Higher Education Consortia Program, funded by the Department of Education 
• Center for Research to Improve Minority Health and Eliminate Health Disparities: Modulation and 

Neuroplastic Behavior in Inheritance Form of Hypertension, funded by the Winston-Salem State 
University 

• Mechanisms Linking Ca2+ Homeostasis & Vascular Tone, funded by the North Carolina Central 
University 

• Post Baccalaureate Research Education Program (PREP) for minority students, funded by the National 
Institute of General Medical Sciences. 

• Excellence in Cardiovascular Sciences Summer Program, funded by the National Institutes of Health 
• Short-term Research Training for Minority Students, funded by the National Heart, Lung & Blood 

Institute.   
• Post-doctoral fellowship for Isa Katsunori, MD, (Sponsor), Novel peptide Ang-(1-12): Role in blood 

pressure and baroreflex function, funded by the American Heart Association.   
• Post-doctoral fellowship for Manisha Nautiyal, (Sponsor), Baroreflex Regulation by Ang(1-7) Activation 

of MKP-1 and PTP1b in Dorsal Medulla, funded by the Consortium for Southeastern Hypertension 
Control.   

• Post-Baccalaureate Research Education Program for minority students), Administrative supplement, 
funded by National Institute of General Medical Sciences. 
 

Purnima Dubey, PhD, Pathology: Effector T Cell Function in Androgen-Independent Prostate Cancer, funded 
by the American Cancer Society 
 
Iris Edwards, PhD, Pathology, Comparative Medicine: Regulation of Syndecan 1 in by n-3 PUFA, funded by 
the National Cancer Institute  
 
Cristin Ferguson, MD, Surgical Sciences, Orthopedics: Biologic Meniscus Replacement Using 
Decellularized Meniscus Allograft Scaffolds: In Vivo Investigation of Seeded and Unseeded Scaffolds in a 
Sheep Model, funded by the Musculoskeletal Transplant Foundation 
 
Kristie Foley, PhD, Public Health Sciences, Social Sciences & Health Policy: The Effect of Free Clinics and 
TAP-IN on HCA Non-Urgent Emergency Department Use and Avoidable Hospitalizations Among Uninsured 
Patients, funded by the American Health Initiative 
 
Capri Foy, PhD, Public Health Sciences, Social Sciences & Health Policy 
Prosocial Behavior And Exercise Among Older Adults National Institutes of Health 
 
Jane Foy, MD, Pediatrics: School Health Alliance for Forsyth County, funded by the School Health Alliance 
 
 



 
Principal Investigator on a Projects Funded in FY 2008-2009 (continued) 
 
Cristina Furdui, PhD, Internal Medicine, Molecular Medicine 

• The Role of Direct Receptor Tyrosine Kinase Oxidation in Atherosclerosis , funded by the American 
Heart Association 

• Analysis of Redox Modulated Signaling Networks in Response to Ionizing Radiation, funded by the 
National Cancer Institute 

 
Patricia Gallagher, PhD, Surgical Sciences, Hypertension & Vascular Disease Research Center:  

• Cellular Regulation of Angiotensin Converting Enzyme 2 (ACE2), Funded by the National Institutes of 
Health.  

• Inhibition of Lung Tumor Growth by Angiotensin-(1-7), funded by Golfer’s Against Cancer.  
 
Ann Geiger, PhD, Public Health Sciences, Social Sciences & Health Policy: Long-Term Survivorship in 
Older Women with Early Stage Breast Cancer, funded by Boston University 
 
Leanne Groban, MD, Anesthesiology 

• Growth, Angiotensin II, and Cardiac Aging, funded by the National Institute on Aging  
• Anesthesia Initiative on Aging Education: Geriatrcs-for-Specialists Proposal, funded by the American 

Geriatrics Society 
Kimberley Hansen, MD, Surgical Sciences, Hypertension & Vascular Disease Research Center: Mentored 
Clinical Scientist Program in Vascular Medicine, funded by the National Institutes of Health 
 
Erica Hartmann, MD, Internal Medicine, Nephrology: Impact of Exercise Program on Physical Function and 
Quality of Life in Aging Candidates for Renal Transplantation, funded by the American Society of Nephrology 
 
Elizabeth Hiltbold, PhD, Microbiology &Immunology 

• Mechanisms of Listeria-Specific Immunity, funded by the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious 
Diseases (NIAID) 

• Computational Modeling of Dendritic Cell Maturation, funded by the National Institute of Allergy and 
Infectious Diseases  

 
Katherine Holzbaur, PhD, Radiology, Biomedical Engineering 

• Collaborative Research: Adaptive Control and Functional Electrical Stimulation for the Control and 
Understanding of Muscle Dynamics, funded by the National Science Foundation 

• Mobile Brain Imaging:Monitoring the Brain Dynamics of Motivated Action, funded by the Univ. of 
California - San Diego 

• Forward Dynamic Simulation with Application to Reaching, funded by the Rehabilitation Institute of 
Chicago 

 
Denise Houston, PhD, Internal Medicine, Gerontology 

• Vitamin D Status, Related Gene Polymorphisms, and Physical Function in Elders, funded by the 
National Institute on Aging 

• Role of Vitamin D Status on Physical Function and Falls in Adults of Advanced Age, funded by Merck & 
Company 

 
Allyn Howlett, PhD, Physiology & Pharmacology 

• 2008 Assembly of the Carolina Cannabinoid Collaborative, funded by the North Carolina Biotechnology 
Center 

• Carolina Cannabinoid Collaborative 2008 Annual Assembly, funded by Sanofi-Aventis U.S. Inc. 
• CB1 Receptor By Cannabinnoid Receptor Interacting Protein CRIP1a, funded by the National Institute 

on Drug Abuse 
• Cannabinoid Receptors in Neuronal Cells and Brain, funded by the National Institute on Drug Abuse 

Tamison Jewett, MD, Pediatrics: Medical Genetic Services, funded by the NC Department of Health & Human 
Services 
 
Sara Jones, PhD, Physiology & Pharmacology 

• Alterations in Ethanol-Induced Adaptation in Dopamine Neurotransmission by a Novel Lundbeck 
Compound, funded by the H. Lundbeck A/S 

• Dopamine Transporter Changes Following Cocaine Self-Administration, funded by the National Institute 
on Drug Abuse  

• Ethanol, Stress and Dopamine, funded by the National Institute on Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism 



 
Principal Investigator on a Projects Funded in FY 2008-2009 (continued) 
 
Kathi Kemper, MD, Pediatrics 

• Healthy Lives, Healthy Minds, funded by the Kohlberg Foundation 
• Development Proposal for the Hopeman Family, funded by the Hank and Lynn Hopeman Foundation, 

Inc 
 
Nancy King, MP, JD, Public Health Sciences, Social Sciences & Health Policy: Center for Genomics and 
Society, funded by the University of North Carolina-Chapel Hill 
 
Heidi Klepin, MD, Internal Medicine, Hematology & Oncology: Investigating the Relationship between 
Physical Function, Comorbidity, Cytogenetic Risk Group and Prognosis in Older Adults with Acute Myelogenous 
Leukemia, funded by the American Society of Hematology (ASH) ASP-ASH Junior Faculty Scholar Award in 
Clinical/Translational Research 
 
Ann Lambros, PhD, Public Health Sciences, Social Sciences & Health Policy 

• Research, Education, and Linking Science Careers: REAL Science Careers, funded by the National 
Center for Research Resources 

• Commit to Be Fit, funded by the NC Health & Wellness Trust Fund Commission 
• MASS Science: Mastery and Success for Students in Science, funded by the Howard Hughes Medical 

Institute 
• MadScience:5th Grade Initiative for Success, funded by the Winston-Salem Foundation 

 
Iris Leng, MD, Ph.D., Public Health Sciences, Biostatistical Sciences: Gerontological Research, Algorithms 
and Statistical Programs (GRASP), funded by Yale University School of Medicine 
 
Denise Levitan, MD, Internal Medicine, Hematology and Oncology: 2008 ASH Trainee Research Award, 
funded by the American Society of Hematology 
 
Yongmei Liu, MD, Ph.D., Public Health Sciences, Epidemiology & Prevention: Genetic Determinants of 
Visceral Adiposity, funded by the National Institute on Aging  
 
Vera Luther, MD, Internal Medicine, Infectious Disease: Proposal for Revision, Update and Implementation 
of an Antimicrobila Stewardship Currriculum for Use in U.S. Medical Schools, funded by the Association of 
American Medical Colleges/Center for Disease Control 
 
Linda Metheny-Barlow, PhD, Radiation Oncology:  

• Astaxanthin As A Novel Adjunct Therapy For Breast Cancer, funded by the Department of Defense 
• Regulation of Vascular Stabilization by Connexin 43, funded by the National Cancer Institute 

 
Deborah Meyers, PhD, Human Genomics Center/Pediatrics 

• Scholars' Program in the Genetics and Genomics of Lung D, funded by the National Heart, Lung and 
Blood Institute  

• Genome-Wide Association for Asthma and Lung Function, funded by the National Heart, Lung and 
Blood Institute  

 
Carolanne Milligan, PhD, Neurobiology and Anatomy 

• CSF Indicators for Diagnosis and Disease Progression in ALS, funded by the National Institutes of 
Health 

• Studies of Motoneuron Death-Insight Into the SMAs and ALS, funded by the National Institutes of Health 
 
Nilamadhab Mishra, MD, Internal Medicine, Rheumatology 

• Unique murine model of lupus and atherosclerosis, funded by a WFUSM Venture Grant 
• Histone Deacetylases and Atherosclerosis, funded by the National Heart, Lung and Blood Institute  

 
Lorna Moore, PhD, Obstetrics and Gynecology 

• Perinatal Origins of Chronic Mountain Sickness, funded by the National Institutes of Health 
• Genetic Regulation of Hypoxia-Induced IUGR, funded by the National Institutes of Health 

 
 
 
 



 
Principal Investigator on a Projects Funded in FY 2008-2009 (continued) 
 
Wendy Moore, MD, Human Genomics Center/Internal Medicine, Pulmonary, Critical Care, Allergy & 
Immunological Diseases: DCC for Severe Asthma Research Program (SARP), funded by the National Jewish 
Medical And Research Center 
 
Savithri Nageswaran, MBBS, MPH, Pediatrics:  

• Community-Based Care Coordination for Children With Complex Chronic Conditions, funded by the 
Health Resources and Services Administration 

• The Community Access To Child Health (CATCH) Program grant, funded by the American Academy of 
Pediatrics 

 
Michelle Naughton, PhD, Public Health Sciences, Social Sciences & Health Policy: Menstrual Cycle 
Maintenance and Quality of Life After Breast Cancer Treatment, funded by the Magee-Women's Research 
Institute & Foundation 
 
Ha Nguyen, PhD, Family Medicine 

• Vietnam Aging Survey, funded by the National Institute on Aging  
• Hispanic Aging Survey, funded by the National Institute on Aging 
• UCLA MEPS Obesity, funded by the University of California - Los Angeles 

 
Barbara Nicklas, PhD, Internal Medicine, Gerontology 

• Exercise Training and Inflammatory Risk Factors For Disability, funded by the National Institute of 
Allergy and Infectious Diseases (NIAID) 

• Intensive Dietary Restriction with Exercise in Arthritis, funded by a subcontract with Wake Forest 
University 

 
Michelle Nicolle, PhD, Internal Medicine, Gerontology 

• Basal Forebrain and Cognitive Aging: Novel Experimental and Therapeutic Avenues s/Texas A&M Univ  
• Muscarinic Receptor Signaling and Cognitive Impairment in AD, funded by the Alzheimers Association 
• Neural Signaling in Age-Related Cognitive Impairment, funded by the National Institute on Aging 
• Knockdown of Galphaq to Model Age-Related Cognitive Impairment, funded by the National Institute on 

Aging  
 
Mary Claire O'Brien, MD, Surgical Sciences, Emergency Medicine: Policy Implementation Regarding Brief 
Interventions in the Trauma Unit, funded by the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation 
 
Katherine Poehling, MD, MPH, Pediatrics: Impact of Vaccine on Influenza Disease in Young Children, funded 
by the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases  
 
Leslie Poole, PhD, Biochemistry 

• Algebraic and Statistical Models of Redox Signaling, funded by the National Institute of General Medical 
Sciences (NIGMS) 

• Mechanistic Studies of Alkyl Hydroperoxide Reductase and Related Redox Systems, funded by the 
National Institute of General Medical Sciences 

• Proteomic Profiling of Cancer-Related Redox Signaling Pathways, funded by the National Cancer 
Institute (NCI) 

• Integrated Process for Functional Site Feature Analysis, funded by a subcontract with Wake Forest 
University 

• Mechanistic Studies of Alkyl Hydroperoxide Reductase and Related Redox Systems, funded by the 
National Institute of General Medical Sciences 
 

Mercedes Porosnicu, MD. Internal Medicine, Hematology & Oncology: 
• Phase II Study to Evaluate the Efficacy and Toxicity of Multimodality Treatment with Induction 

Taxotere/Cisplatin / 5 Florouracil (TPF) Chemotherapy followed by concomitant Cetuximab and 
Radiation Therapy in Patients with Locally Advanced Squamous Cell Carcinoma of the Head and Neck 
(SCCHN), funded by Sanofi-Aventis Pharmaceuticals. 

• Multi-Targeted Therapy For Head And Neck Squamous Cell Carcinoma Using M Mutant Vesicular 
Stomatitis Virus, funded by the National Institutes of Health and GAC.  

 
 
 



 
Principal Investigator on a Projects Funded in FY 2008-2009 (continued) 
 
Linda Porrino, PhD, Physiology & Pharmacology 

• Focal Dopamine Indicated in Dyskinesias in MPTP Monkeys, funded by a subcontract with the 
University of California - San Francisco 

• Decision Making in Marijuana Users, funded by the National Institute on Drug Abuse 
• Early Exposure to Stimulants as a Risk Factor for Substance Abuse, funded by the National Institute on 

Drug Abuse 
• Neurobiological Correlates of Cocaine Abuse, funded by the National Institute on Drug Abuse 

 
Sara Quandt, PhD, Public Health Sciences, Epidemiology & Prevention 

• Occupational Injuries Among Immigrant Poultry Workers: Development and Progression, funded by the 
National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health 

• Reducing Pesticide Exposure in Farmworker, funded by the National Institute for Occupational Safety 
and Health 

• Using Lay Health Promoters for Occupational Safety Training of Immigrant Poultry Processing Workers, 
funded by United Food and Commercial Workers 

• Rural Elders' Diabetes Self-Management: Development of a Common Sense Model Inventory, funded 
by the National Institute on Aging 

• JUSTA: Justice and Health for Poultry Workers, funded by the National Institute for Occupational Safety 
and Health 

 
Beth Reboussin, PhD, Public Health Sciences, Biostatistical Sciences 

• Comorbid Patterns with Alcohol Use Disorders, funded by a subcontract with Johns Hopkins University 
• Clustering of Underage Alcohol Use in Communities and Its Contextual Influences, funded by the 

National Institute on Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism  
 
Amber Reeves-Daniel, DO, Internal Medicine, Nephrology: Registry of Kidney Donors Outcomes of Living 
Kidney Donatiuon, funded by the Southeastern Kidney Council, Inc. 
 
April Ronca, PhD, Obstetrics and Gynecology 

• Sensation and Behavior of Fetus and Neonate, funded by the National Institute of Child Health and 
Human Development 

• Application of MR Spectroscopy Techniques to Animal Models of Obstetric Complicat, funded by the 
National Institute of Child Health and Human Development 

 
Karin Scarpinato, PhD, Cancer Biology 

• Repair Proteins: Interface Between Cell Death & Survival, funded by the National Cancer Institute  
• Targeting the MSH2-Dependent Apoptopic Pathway, funded by a subcontract with Wake Forest 

University 
 
Carol Shively, PhD, Pathology, Comparative Medicine: Depression and Coronary Artery Atherosclerosis in 
Premenopausal Primates National Heart, Lung and Blood Institute  
 
Sally Shumaker, PhD, Public Health Sciences, Social Sciences & Health Policy: Women's Health Initiative 
Memory Study, funded by the National Heart, Lung and Blood Institute 
 
Paula Sisk, PhD, Pediatrics: Increasing Human Milk for Premature Infants: Engaging Maternal Participation to 
Guide the Direction of Future Research, funded by Mead Johnson Nutritionals. 
 
Beverly Snively, PhD, Public Health Sciences, Biostatistical Sciences: Iron Status: A Pathway Analysis in 
Multiple Ethnicities, funded by a subcontract with the University of California - Irvine 
 
Mary Sorci-Thomas, PhD, Pathology, Comparative Medicine: Structural Relationship Between ApoA-I 
Conformation and the Extent of Particle Llipidation, funded by the Hubie H. Holleman Trust for Cancer and 
Heart Research 
 
Janet Tooze, PhD, Public Health Sciences, Biostatistical Sciences: Development and Application of 
Measurement Error Models, funded by the National Cancer Institute  
 
 
 
 



 
Principal Investigator on a Projects Funded in FY 2008-2009 (continued) 
 
E. Ann Tallant, PhD, Surgical Sciences, Hypertension & Vascular Disease Research Center 

• Effect of Muscadine Grape Seed and Grape Skin Extract on the Growth of Human Cancer Cells, funded 
by  Nature's Pearl 

• Effect of TI-11179 on Blood Pressure, End Organ Damage, and the Renin-Angiotensin System in Ang 
II-Induced Hypertension, funded by Targacept, Inc. 

• Excellence in Cardiovascular Science – Minority Training Grant, funded by the National Heart Lung and 
Blood Institute.   

Suzy Torti, PhD, Biochemistry 
• Ferritin and Kininogen Interaction, funded by the National Institute of Diabetes and Digestive and Kidney 

Diseases  
• Molecular Fingerprinting of Breast Cancer Development, funded by a subcontract with Virginia Tech 

 
Jasmina Vargic, MD, PhD, Surgical Sciences, Hypertension & Vascular Disease Research Center:  

• RAS in Salt-Induced Cardiovascular Injury, funded by the American Heart Association. 
• Nebivolol and Cardiorenal Dysfunction in Salt-Loaded SHR, funded by Forest Laboratories, Inc. 

 
Michelle Vincler, PhD, Anesthesiology: Nicotinic Acetylcholine Receptors in Neuropathic Pain, funded by the 
National Institute of Neurological Disorders and Stroke  
 
Mara Vitolins, DrPH, MPH, RD, Public Health Sciences, Epidemiology & Prevention: Women's Health 
Initiative National Heart, Lung and Blood Institute  
 
Lynne Wagenknecht, DrPH, Public Health Sciences 

• Type 1 Diabetes Genetics Consortium, funded by a subcontract with the University of Virginia 
• Urinary F2-Isoprostanes as a Novel Biomarker for the Risk of Type 2 Diabetes, funded by a subcontract 

with Duke University 
• Atherosclerosis, Plaque and CVD in Communities, funded by a subcontract with the University of North 

Carolina-Chapel Hill 
• Atherosclerosis Risk in Communities, funded by a subcontract with the University of North Carolina-

Chapel Hill 
• Genetics of Adiposity and Glucose Homeostasis, funded by the National Heart, Lung and Blood Institute  

 
Janice Wagner, DVM, PhD, Pathology, Comparative Medicine 

• Three-Month Oral Comparative Efficacy Study in Obese/Diabetic Cynomolgus Monkeys, funded by 
Bristol-Myers Squibb Company 

• Beta Cell Regeneration in Humans, A Therapy for Type-1Diabetes, funded by a subcontract with the 
University of California LA 

• WFUSM Macaca Fascicularis SPF Breeding Colony, funded by the National Center for Research 
Resources 

 
Aimee Wilkin, MD, MPH, Internal Medicine, Infectious Disease 

• Regional Health Information Integration Project (RHIIP), funded by a subcontract with Duke University 
• A Ryan White Title III HIV Primary Care Capacity Building Grant, funded by a NC Department of Health 

& Human Services 
• Grant Proposal for Expansion of Clinical Services, funded by the Kate B. Reynolds Charitable Trust 
• Ryan White Part C (formerly Title III) HIV Early Intervention Services, funded by the Health Resources 

and Services Administration 
• Ryan White Part B (formerly Title II) Primary Medical & Dental Care Project, funded by the NC 

Department of Health & Human Services 
• Eastern Triad Regional HIV Consortium HIV Women’s Health, funded by a Subcontract with Central 

Carolina Health Network. 
 
Siqun Lilly Zheng, MD, Human Genomics Center/Internal Medicine, Pulmonary, Critical Care, Allergy & 
Immunological Diseases 

• Evaluate Gene Polymorphism Biomarkers in Prostate Cancer Population, funded by Centocor Research 
& Development, Inc. 

• The Role of Germline and Somatic DNA Changes at 8q24 in PCa Risk, funded by the National Institutes 
of Health 
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