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Coy C. Carpenter Medical Library is making history by changing its appearance. 
 
So, put on imaginary sneakers and take a walk back in time to experience the physical changes of Wake 
CƻǊŜǎǘ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ƻŦ aŜŘƛŎƛƴŜΩǎ medical Library. 
 
The Library relocated to the first floor of Gray Building in the summer of 1941 when the medical school 
moved to Winston-Salem from Wake Forest, NC. Librarian Eleanor Mayes supervised the move of 4,000 
volumes and 185 periodicals.  
 
 

 

 
 
 
The 1941 Library was the current browsing and circulation 
desk area. It stopped at the wooden-paneled walls and 
άǇƻǊǘƘƻƭŜ ǿƛƴŘƻǿέ ŘƻǳōƭŜ ŘƻƻǊ stood where the current 
circulation desk is located. Visitors walked down the 
ŎƻǊǊƛŘƻǊ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ 5ŜŀƴΩǎ .ƻŀǊŘ ǊƻƻƳ ƛǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ 
and entered the front door to the Library from the right. 
There were stacks beneath the Library that would hold up 
to 40,000 more volumes. 
 
 

 
 

 
The stacks, where bound print journals and textbooks are 
housed, were expanded in 1958 for a total of six floors of 
stacks. The current entrance to the stacks on the right from 
the browsing area is actually the fifth level of stacks. The 
stacks are self-supporting meaning that they are not 
attached to any floor or ceiling. Instead of one layer of 
foundation concrete, several layers were poured to support 
the first set of stacks, below the 1941 Library. Those layers 
of concrete are still supporting the current six-level stacks, 
making it impossible to remodel or remove the stacks. 
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Keep those shoes tied as changes continue up the four 
steps into the current Upper Reading Room. After going up 
the steps and passing a study table on the right, there are 
gray doors into the current reference area.  
 

 
 
 
 
This entire area with computers and the Red Study 
room on the right, study tables in the middle and 
book shelves and study carrels on the left became 
Library space in 1994 when the Commons Building 
was built. Access to the Commons Building and 
patio is through the glass doors on the far end of 
this room. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Back to the entrance of the information/reference 
area into the Upper Reading Room and turning to 
the right where the early Library extended to the 
row of book shelves just past the first Quiet Study. 
This Quiet Study was the [ƛōǊŀǊȅΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ [ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ 
Resources Center (LRC) in 1972.  
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
The new LRC manager had her desk right outside 
the Quiet Study. Behind those book shelves, where 
presently the models are shelved and the second 
Quiet Study and study carrels are located, was the 
Department of Neurology.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Leaving the models and turning right into the 
current LRC where classroom A is located was Dr. 
[ŀǿǊŜƴŎŜ aŎIŜƴǊȅΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜΦ /ǳǊǊŜƴǘ ŎƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳ . 
was for neurology residents and the locked room 
in that hallway was the neurology conference 
room. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

  



 
 
 
Standing and facing the current LRC desk is 
ŎƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳ / ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŦǘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ 5ŜŀƴΩǎ 
Board Room was located. Now turn around and 
walk down the gray- and purple-painted hallway 
when in 1978, the cataloging and administrative 
offices for Library staff were located in the current 
History of Medicine Room and the Blue Study 
room both on the right. The first History of 
Medicine Room in 1980 was located in the second 
Quiet Study, nestled between the shelves of 
models. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
Continue going down the hallway with the ramp 
and three steps where to the right is the current 
photocopy room and Drug Information Service 
Center. All that space used to be a classroom for 
medical students. Back at the current circulation 
desk/browsing area ς ƛǘΩǎ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ǘƘŜ 
sneakers on but sit down to learn some details 
about this space. 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 


