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INSIDE THIS ISSUE Diz Named Interim Director of The

1 interim Director Hypertension and Vascular Research Center

2 Interim Director

3 Research Day As many of you are aware, Carlos M. Ferrario, M.D., has stepped
down after serving our medical school with distinction as founder

4  cardiovascular Journal and director of the Hypertension & Vascular Research Center

_ since 1992. He will continue as a professor in the division of

4 Brazil Students surgical sciences and department of physiology and

5 publications pharmacology. Debra I. Diz, Ph.D., professor of General Surgery
and professor of physiology and pharmacology, has been

6 Awards appointed interim director of the Center effective January 1,
20009.

7 Awards

Dr. Diz is very well qualified to lead the Center as interim
director. A graduate of Randolph-Macon Woman'’s College in
Lynchburg, Virginia, she received a Ph.D. in pharmacology from
the University of Tennessee Health Science Center in Memphis,
followed by a postdoctoral fellowship at the National Institute of
Mental Health (NIMH). She was one of the founding members of
the Hypertension Center in General Surgery at Wake Forest
University School of Medicine, joining the institution in 1992,
with a joint appointment in physiology and pharmacology, after
more than 9 years at the Cleveland Clinic Foundation. She has
served as director of basic science research programs in the
Center since 1997. Her research focus is neural control of the
cardiovascular system with an emphasis on disorders in
hypertension, aging and metabolic dysfunction. She has
collaborative projects with members of the perinatal biology
group for studies of autonomic dysfunction in a model of fetal
programming and radiation oncology for studies of the
mechanisms for cognitive decline following whole brain
irradiation. She also collaborates with investigators at North
Carolina Central University and Winston-Salem State University,
where she serves as mentor to junior faculty.
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Dr. Diz is active in research education and is a member of the TSI Education
Program leadership, heading the pipeline programs component. This continues
from her long-standing interest in diversity initiatives including a 15+ year
National Heart, Lung and Blood Institute funded program for undergraduate
summer research experiences and a National Institute of General Medical
Sciences funded Post-baccalaureate Research Education Program. She also
developed an Exchange Program for research internships in the biomedical
sciences with Winston-Salem State, Wright State and Central Ohio State and
four universities in Brazil funded by the Department of Education.

Dr. Diz is currently principal investigator, project director, or co-investigator on
several federal grants and program projects. Her research and expertise have
led to authorship or coauthorship of more than 120 journal articles. In addition,
she is a fellow of the American Heart Association, Chair of the Cardiovascular
Division of the American Society of Pharmacology & Experimental Therapeutics
and on the editorial boards of Hypertension, Vascular Pharmacology and
American Journal of Physiology: Heart and Circulatory Physiology. She has
served continuously as a consultant to various NIH institutes and the AHA since
1989.

With her extensive research, educational, and administrative experience both
institutionally and extramurally, Dr. Diz is an excellent choice for this important
leadership role at WFU School of Medicine. She is to be congratulated on her
appointment as interim director of the Hypertension & Vascular Research
Center.

Statement from the new Director:

I am honored to be given the opportunity to serve as the interim director of The
Hypertension and Vascular Research Center. I want to emphasize how pleased I am to
be able to work with such an outstanding team of faculty, staff, students and other
trainees in this new capacity. The overall mission in the center will not change, and we
will continue the outstanding clinical and basic science programs that have been
characteristic of our efforts over the years under the leadership of Dr. Ferrario. We
thank him for his vision to initiate and develop the Center, as well as for all he has done
to nurture the Center over the past 16 years.

I expect that we will maintain the same outstanding productivity, creativity and
collegiality as we continue with Center activities. The goals will be to foster new
opportunities for basic and clinical research, to expand collaborations and Center
membership and to enhance community outreach activities. We will continue our
commitment to the training of a diverse group of investigators poised to continue to
make great progress in research and treatment of cardiovascular diseases in the future.

I look forward to working with you - and to continuing our successes!
Thank you,

Debra
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Division of Surgical Sciences Sixteenth Annual
Residents’ and Fellows’ Research Day

The Sixteenth Annual Residents’ and Fellows’ Research Day was held
November 20, 2008. Raphael C. Lee, M.D., Sc.D., D.Sc.(Hon), F.A.C.S. of
The University of Chicago Medical Center gave a research lecture at 1 pm
entitled “Synthetic Surfactant Chaperones:New Horizon in Trauma
Therapeutics”. A poster presentation was held from 2 pm - 4 pm in the
Commons Conference rooms. The reception and recognition dinner was
held that night for the awards presentation at the Piedmont Club in
downtown Winston-Salem. The following Hypertension and Vascular
Research Center graduate students and research fellows displayed
posters at the event: Amy C. Arnold, Aaron Trask, Katherine Loree Cook,
Shea Gilliam-Davis, TanYa M. Gwathmey, JaNae Joyner-Grantham,
Tristan Keys, Bhavani Krishnan, Sarah Hoffmann Lindsey, Katsunori Isa,
Exazevia Logan, LaTronya McCollum, Karl D Pendergrass, Hossam A.
Shaltout, David Ricardo Soto-Pantoja, and Liliya M. Yamaleyeva.

David Soto Pantoja won the Silver
Award with his poster entitled

“Angiotensin-(1-7) Inhibits Triple Graduate student Kate Cook with her

Negative Tumor Growth Through the poster entitled “Angotensin-(1-7)

Inhibition of Angiogenesis and a inhibition of human breast tumors with

Reduction in Placental Growth Factor distinct hormone receptor expression

PIGF.” results in a differential regulation of
Akt.”
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‘it is a true testament as
well as important
recognition of the work”

Cardiovascular Journal Edited by
Ferrario Is Accepted by MEDLINE

Therapeutic Advances in Cardiovascular Disease, a journal
established in 2007 that includes articles, reviews and scholarly
comment on studies relating to cardiovascular disease, pharmacology
and medicine, has been selected for indexing in MEDLINE.

Carlos M. Ferrario, M.D. is the Editor-in-Chief of the journal.

“This is a significant accomplishment for such a young journal
and a critical step for the future development of the journal,” Ferrario
said. “"More importantly, it is a true testament as well as important
recognition of the work that has been completed from all of the effort
put forth starting in January 2007, through the launch of the journal in
October 2007, to where it stands now with eight completed issues.”

Therapeutic Advances in Cardiovascular Disease is for all
professionals concerned with cardiovascular disease and is a forum for
all views on related subjects.

U.S.-Brazil Exchange Students Welcomed

The Hypertension & Vascular Research Center welcomes our newest U.S.-
Brazil Consortia Biomedical Sciences Exchange Program participants.
Danielle Dias: Danielle is a fourth year student at the Universidade Sao
Judas Tadeu in Sao Paulo,studying biological sciences and health in the

Physical Education Program.

Leandro Dias: Leandro is a fourth year student at the Universidade Sao
Judas Tadeu in Sao Paulo. He is studying exercise physiology and
cardiovascular physiology in adolescents or adults with obesity.

Fernanda Dreher: Fernanda is a fourth year medical student at the
Universidade Federal do Rio Grande do Sol in Puerto Alegro where she
studies the relationship between oxidative stress and cardiovascular
disease.

Luiz Machado: Luiz is a sixth year medical student at the Universidade
Federal de Minas Gerais School of Medicine in Belo Horizonte. He was
involved in research evaluating the role of the renin-angiotensin system and
the mechanisms of blood pressure variability-induced cardiac hypertrophy
and dysfunction.

Mariana Rossette: Mariana is a fourth year medical student at the
Universidade Federal de Minas Gerais School of Medicine in Belo Horizonte.
Her research was related to the evaluation of the role of the renin-

Brazil Exchange Students are
Leandro Dias, Mariana
Rossette, Luiz Machado,
Fernanda Dreher and
Danielle Dias.

angiotensin system in different brain areas related to the control of the
sympathetic drive in normotensive and hypertensive rats.

Danielle and Leandro are working with Drs. Diz and Shaltout and Luiz and
Mariana are working with Drs. Tallant and Gallagher in the Hypertension and
Vascular Research Center. Fernanda is working with Dr. Hanna Caldas in
Cancer Biology.

The U.S.-Brazil Consortia for Biomedical Science Exchange includes Wright
State University and Central State University in Ohio, Wake Forest
University School of Medicine and Winston-Salem State University in North
Carolina. The purpose of the program is to train U.S. students in integrative
biology and to strengthen interchange of cultural and scientific values to
widen the horizons of participants. Under-represented minorities are
encouraged to apply.
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Grant Awards

Dr. Debra Diz received a grant for the Post-baccalaureate Research Education
Program (PREP) funded by National Institute of General Medical Sciences
(NIGMS).

Dr. Bill Strawn received a grant from Translational Science Institute/Vervet
Research Colony pilot study entitled "Development of a Nonhuman Primate
Model of Hypertension”.

Travel Awards

Amy Arnold received the Forest Pharmaceuticals New Investigator Travel Award
for the Jackson Cardiovascular-Renal Meeting.

Amy Arnold received the ASPET Graduate Student Travel Award for the
Experimental Biology 2009 meeting.

Shea Gilliam Davis received the APS/NIDDK Travel Fellowship Award to attend
the Experimental Biology meeting in April 2009.

Dr. TanYa Gwathmey-Williams received the NIH-NIDDK Travel Award to
Experimental Biology in April 2009.

Dr. Sarah Lindsey received a Young Scientist Travel Award from ASPET to attend
the Experimental Biology 2009 meeting in New Orleans.

Karl Pendergrass received a travel award from APS to attend the Experimental
Biology meeting in April 2009.

Recognition Awards

Amy Arnold won the 2008 Mary A. Bell award for the best poster presentation in the
Systems Category at the Western Neuroscience Society Poster Day.

Dr. Mark C. Chappell was elected as a Member-at-Large to the Leadership Committee for
the Council for High Blood Pressure Research.

Dr. Mark C. Chappell gave an invited presentation entitled “"The renin-angiotensin system,
sex and hypertension” at the 2008 Jackson Cardiovascular-Renal meeting on October 15,
2008 in Jackson MS.

Dr. Mark C. Chappell gave an invited presentation entitled “Estrogen and Hypertension” at
the 2008 American Heart Association meeting on November 8, 2008 in New Orleans, LA.

Dr. Mark C. Chappell gave an invited presentation entitled “The ACE2-Angiotensin-(1-7)-
Mas Receptor Axis and Cardiovascular Regulation” at the 2008 American Heart Association
meeting on November 8, 2008 in New Orleans, LA.
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Recognition Awards Con't

Dr. Debra Diz gave an invited oral presentation at the 2008 Jackson Cardiovascular-Renal meeting
entitled “Distinct Pathway of brain renin-angiotension system regulate cardiovascular and
metabolic function,” in Jackson, MS, October 2008.

Dr. Maria A. Garcia-Espinosa gave an oral presentation entitled “Dorsal Medullary neurotransmitter
balance of hypertensive (mRen2)27 rats and glial angiotensinogen-deficient ASrAogen rats
detected by in vivo 1H MRS complements differences baroreflex and autonomic function” at
European Society for Magnetic Resonance in Medicine and Biology (ESMRMB) on October 2, 2008 in
Valencia, Spain.

Dr. TanYa Gwathmey-Williams was awarded the 2009 Carolyn tum Suden/Francis A. Hellebrandt
Professional Opportunity Award.

Dr. JaNae Joyner and Brett Edward Grantham were united in marriage on October 4, 2008.

Dr. Sarah Lindsey is one of two post-doctoral fellows chosen to take part in an oral competition
for the 2009 ASPET Postdoctoral Scientist Award.

Dr. David Soto Pantoja won the Lucy Robbins Award. The award is given in memory of Lucy
Robbins who was the wife of Dr. Mike Robbins a faculty member of the Radiation Oncology
department. The award was established to provide support for Ph.D. students focusing on cancer
research in any department who have demonstrated not only outstanding academic and research
expertise, but also interpersonal skills, collegiality and commitment to excellence.

Graduates students David Soto Pantoja and Aaron Trask graduated earning their PhD’s in
December 2008.

Karl Pendergrass was awarded the 2009 Carolyn tum Suden/Francis A. Hellebrandt Professional
Opportunity Award.

https://wwwl.wfubmc.edu/onlinegift/default.aspx?id=28&fund=Hypertension+and+Vascular+Re
search+Center+Development+Fund

- How You Can Help |
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